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I am Professor Emeritus of Michigan State University, USA and currently Professor
of School of Pharmacy, China Pharmaceutical University. I am a protein biochemist
and structural biologist, with expertise in molecular biology, protein biochemistry,
enzymology, thermodynamics, kinetics, protein NMR, protein crystallography,
quantum chemical calculation, and molecular dynamics simulation. My research
interests focus on protein structure, function, and dynamics with applications to
protein engineering and structure-based drug design. I have served on the editorial
board of Journal of Biological Chemistry for two terms for ten years and as an ad hoc
reviewer for over 20 scientific journals. I have served on the study sections of
National Institutes of Health of USA for many years and the review panels of
National Science Foundation of USA for many years. In China, I have been a guest
professor of Peking University and a guest professor of Changchun Institute of
Applied Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences and served as an oversea eminent
scholar and guest professor at Wuhan Institute of Physics and Mathematics, Chinese
Academy of Sciences.
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Hunters: The
Improbable
Quest to
Discover
New

Medicines

Medicines by Donald R. Kirsch and Ogi Ogas, Arcade, 2016.
Print Length: 424 pages; audio book: 7 hrs and 35 mins,
narrated by James Foster.
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The Drug Hunters is a colorful, fact-filled narrative history of

the search for new medicines from our Neolithic forebears to
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the professionals of today, and from quinine and aspirin to
Viagra, Prozac, and Lipitor. The chapters offer a lively tour of
how new drugs are actually found, the discovery strategies,
the mistakes, and the rare successes. Dr. Donald R. Kirsch
infuses the book with his own expertise and experiences from
thirty-five years of drug hunting, whether searching for life-
saving molecules in mudflats by Chesapeake Bay or as a
chief science officer and research group leader at major

pharmaceutical companies.
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I recommend this book because | feel that all students
interested in drug discovery and development need to know a
bit about its history and this book is an excellent introductory
book about this history. The goals are to learn the history of
drug discovery and development, improve English
proficiency, and enhance the ability to communicate science
to the general public. Because the book is in English, the
reading will be in a “# 1% format. It features paragraph and
sentence studies and word-for-word reading (in English)
mixed with explanations and discussions (in English and/or
Chinese). The word-for-word reading will be performed by
James Foster, a professional narrator, with the text of the
book projected onto a large screen. The format may be
adjusted as needed with student inputs. We may also watch
some documentaries and/lectures on the topics covered by the

book.
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We will read the book “Drug Hunters” as outlined earlier. The
reading group will meet once a week until the final exam weeks.
There will be no reading in the final exam weeks. The first
session will meet at 7 pm, October 28th and the times for the
subsequent sessions will be determined by all participants at the

first session.




